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Dear Friend,

Greetings from the Holy Land. Israelis waited six long months to find the answer to a lingering
mystery — how one empty military tank saved over 60 people at the Supernova music festival on Octo-

ber 7. There were many accounts of heroism amidst the anguish, pain, abuse, and torture that occurred
on that day. While all those stories deserve to be told, this one stood out to me.

At 6:30 a.m., participants of the outdoor event knew that their lives were in danger as countless rockets
flew overhead. They saw terrorists parachuting into Israel and landing nearby but were unaware that
hundreds of Hamas militants (and even civilians from Gaza) had breached the border fence and were
rolling into Israel in pickup trucks, armed to the nines. As bullets flew around them, attendees ran in
every direction through the open fields, only to find themselves surrounded. Over 300 people eventually
died from gunshot wounds.

Seeking Shelter

Though people tried to hide among nearby trees and
bushes, terrorists fired rocket-propelled grenades (RPGs) into
the trees to burn them alive and stop those fleeing the fires.
Many sought shelter in or behind vehicles, only to face a similar
fate. Others begged for their lives, but Hamas butchers tortured,
raped, maimed, and killed indiscriminately. The massacre
continued for hours.

Suddenly, a single tank from the Israel Defense Forces (IDF)
appeared on the edge of the killing field. It moved toward some
terrorists and ran them over. After the tank’s engine stalled, it
rolled to a stop. Several Israeli civilians ran toward the tank, J
seeking shelter behind it. Ido Somech

Someone opened the tank’s hatch and found it empty — completely burned inside. Though it didn't
appear that anyone could have survived, one crew member did. The story of Ido Somech, the tank driver,

is nothing less than a miracle.

Overwhelmed by Terrorists

Ido was one of a few soldiers and tanks stationed at outposts near the Gaza border. On October 7,
around 3,000 terrorists took those outposts by surprise and vastly outnumbered the IDF soldiers.
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After the first sirens sounded around 6:30 a.m., Ido and his crew

got orders to move their tank toward the fence. Shai Levinson, the
commander, stood exposed in the open hatch as he yelled navigation
and firing orders to his three-man-crew below. They reached the
breached fence at 6:40 a.m., only to find unimaginable numbers of
terrorists on motorcycles entering Israel. The tank crew fought, firing as
many rounds as possible, and killed numerous terrorists.

Over 40 yards away, one terrorist aimed his RPG at the tank. He was too
close to fire on, so Ido spun the tank around and tried to crush him. It

¥ - wasliterally a matter of who could strike first — the tank or the terror-
ShaiLevinson  ist. After Ido ran over him, more terrorists surrounded and fired on the
tank. Shai and his crew fought valiantly, but the tank took a direct hit at 6:56 a.m.

The massive blast rocked the tank. Ido was sitting in the driver's cabin, the most protected part of the
tank. He turned around and saw the tank filled with smoke and a
massive fire bellowing up the hatch. As he drove, he radioed that his
other team members were dead. The base commander told him to
wait there because a rescue team was en route.

Keep Moving

Ido decided against remaining stationary like a sitting duck.
Without navigation, he
drove aimlessly through
the fields. Suddenly, he
heard a voice — another
crew member, Ofir Testa,
was on the top of the
tank, badly injured. Their

commander, Shai, was

Ariel Eliyahu

no longer in the tank.
Ariel Eliyahu, the fourth member, was still alive but critically
injured and unresponsive.

At 7:23 am,, Ido again radioed for help. He did not know which

OfirTesta  direction to go. The base was so overwhelmed that no one
responded to his radio call. Amazingly, Ofir provided navigation for Ido, telling him to drive toward the sun.
This would keep them going east, away from Gaza. Soon, they encountered an IDF jeep, which they hoped

would provide help. Ofir stood up but quickly retreated, yelling to Ido to drive away because terrorists were
in the jeep. Ido ran over one of them and then over the jeep so that no one could pursue them.

At that point, Ido used his cellphone to call a medic friend, who directed him to the IDF base at Re'im, near the
site of the Supernova festival. As Ido drove, the tank nearly overturned several times because of the terrain.



Helping Civilians

At 8:20 a.m., as the tank approached Re'im, Ido saw what appeared to be a park with families
camping. The tank crew (like many other IDF personnel) didn't know about this massive party or that
thousands of people were trying to hide from the Hamas butchers.

Mai and Daniel, who had attended the festival, were hiding in their car as terrorists approached. The
terrorists climbed onto the hood with their guns aimed at Mai and Daniel. At 8:21 a.m., however, the
armed men jumped down and ran when they heard an approaching tank. Mai and Daniel were spared.

Ido found several police officers with handguns engaged in a firefight with a larger number of terrorists
who had machine guns and RPGs. Attempting to shield the officers, Ido positioned the tank (and himself)

¥

between them and the terrorists.

Ofir, the only other crew member still alive, suddenly

got out of the tank. Though badly injured, Ofir went to

fight the terrorists who were shooting at people hiding
in vehicles. Within minutes, he was killed, but just before
dying, passed his gun to a nearby officer.

Ten terrorists then climbed on the tank. As one looked in
through the open hatch, Ido shot and killed him. Then,
others threw grenades inside the tank. Miraculously, Ido
survived the blasts and drove the tank in circles, crush-
ing as many terrorists as possible.

Ido Somech

Soon, the tank’s engine stalled. Ido knew that he had to exit the tank quickly. Before leaving, he checked
on Ariel, his crew mate, and discovered that he was dead. Taking his gun, Ido exited the tank. It was the
first time he had been outside that morning. Injured and covered in blood, Ido crawled to some nearby
bushes.

Two youngsters were also hiding there. When some terrorists approached, Ido shot and killed one of
them. Other terrorists then charged the bush, stabbing Ido and hitting him with large rocks that broke his
jaw. Though Mai and Daniel died, miraculously Ido was not killed.

Don't Give Up

As Ido sought another place of refuge, he found two people, Batshevah and Ilay, behind a nearby
bush. They had been hiding in complete silence, though terrorists had surrounded them for hours. Badly
bleeding, Ido stumbled, fell beside them, and exclaimed: "My crew is dead, and I need to be evacuated!”
Ido, in great pain, continued to cry out loudly. Batshevah and Ilay knew that any sound might reveal their
location, so Ilay held Ido's hands and tried to help the wounded soldier breathe through the pain, to keep
him quiet.

Back at Ido’s tank, over 60 festival goers sought shelter behind it, joined by a handful of police who had
little hope of defending everyone. They used the tank’s first-aid supplies to treat the wounded.

(continued p. 4)



Ido, Bathshevah, and Ilay remained in the bush for many hours until they were rescued that night. In
time, Ido recovered from his injuries. In addition, all those who sheltered by the tank are still alive today.

Most of us Believers® have experienced trouble and difficulty, though typically not like people in South-
ern Israel did on October 7. We can be certain that the Lord has not left or abandoned us (Heb. 13:5; Matt.
28:20). As Believers, we are called for such a time as this” (Esther 4:14). The Lord has good works for us

to accomplish that He has prepared for us in advance (Eph. 2:10). Therefore, let Ido’s story inspire you to
never give up. Continue pursuing God’s calling in your life and run your race, always keeping the faith

(2 Tim. 4:7). "..Let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for
the joy that was set before Him endured the Cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God” (Heb. 12:1-2).

Im tirdefu lada-at oto — “Press on to know HIM!” (Hosea 6:3, NLT)

Many blessings from Israel,

Sewel ibtrnon

Sarah Liberman
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P.S. Worldwide protests and pronouncements reveal that people in many nations
are anti-Israel and anti-Zionist. Please continue praying for the people of Israel, especially Believers, that they
will recognize the Lord's presence with them and rely on His grace to run the race set before them. %x

*"Believers” is short for “believers in Yeshua/Jesus as Messiah.”

@ Zola Tours: What an Inspiration!

Ido's story should inspire us ZLMers physically and emotionally. In the same way, a trip to the Holy
Land can be spiritually inspiring. Tour groups will eventually return to Israel, just as we are planning to
do in October, assuming it is safe to travel there. Please consider joining us this fall — it would greatly
enhance your spiritual walk.

For more information or to reserve your place on this Bible study pilgrimage, contact our tour manager,
Sandra, at 214-696-9760, travel@levitt.com, or at levitt.com/tours.

Fall Tour 2024 options
Deluxe — Israel Oct. 28-Nov. 7 $5,988
Grand Petra — Israel & Petra Oct. 28-Nov. 10 S7.688

Prices include tips, taxes, and airline surcharges (subject to change).
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_A Note from Joshua and
Caleb Colson

—The trauma that Israelis suffered on
October 7 is much greater than anything
most Americans (notwithstanding many in
the military) have experienced in our own
sheltered lives. We wish that all people _ VE B b
around the world could share in our nation's ¥ 2 ' i E .
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o Avida Bachar (in wheelchair), who lost his leg from gunshot wounds during the
attest, based on 20 years of missionary travels Hamas attack on Be’eri, mourns his wife and son during their funeral on Oct. 24.

privilege and protection. But, as Josh can

to third-world countries, global persecution of Christians and Jews is still prevalent.

In the U.S., however, we are now seeing unbridled anti-Semitism, especially on college campuses. Hatred
is no longer hidden. University students and others freely threaten Jewish people with genocide without
repercussions.

In 586 B.C., the Babylonians continued their long siege against Jerusalem. Disease and starvation were

rampant; desperate mothers even ate their infant children (Lam. 4:10)! During Judah's earlier times of
peace, the Prophet Jeremiah had prophesied the coming destruction. In the midst of the siege, Jeremiah
was imprisoned in the courtyard of the king’s palace. Earlier, he almost died after being confined to

a muddy cistern. As he pondered the future, however, God gave him a message of hope. Despite the
Babylonian devastation, the Lord declared the return of the Jews from exile, the future restoration of all
Israelites, and the coming of a Messiah to establish a New Covenant (Jeremiah 30-33).

Amid similar animosity and chaos against God's Chosen People today, the Lord recently sent us back

to Israel with a messaqge of hope and restoration! Several conflicts, like Iran’s rocket assault on Israel in

mid-April, delayed our return to the Land. Finally, we will have completed filming for our new television
series Rebuilding the Ruined Cities. As we visited the locations of many of the October 7 atrocities,
including the Re'im music festival grounds, we filmed teaching about past persecution of the ancient

Hebrews and how God continually restored them to their inheritance. As a unique twist in this series, we

will showcase ministries and non-profits in the Land who labor to bless Israel, especially people who

suffered from Hamas's attacks.

Sha'alu shalom Yerushalayim! —
“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem!” (Psalm 122:6),

Joshua and Caleb

P.S. Please keep praying for and standing on behalf of the

Jewish people worldwide. This ministry continues to depend
on your generous financial gifts, which help us continue to declare the Gospel of Yeshua to the Jew first
and also to the gentile (Rom. 1:16). %x

credit: Shir Torem / Reuters



Our Jewish Roots TV programs in June
David and Kirsten Hart

June is usually a time to relax and enjoy fun summer activities,
especially if you have school-aged children. With OJR, however, there
is no slowing down! We are busy producing insightful Bible teaching
television programs for all of our viewers.

Joshua, Caleb, and our producer Ken Berg recently returned from the Holy
Land after filming hours of teaching in some challenging areas of Israel.

As the production team edits a myriad of footage from the land of the
Bible, you will enjoy highlights from our Dateline Jerusalem series about End Times prophecies that are

being fulfilled before our eyes.

In addition, we present a stand-alone program featuring questions that we've received from viewers.
These Q&As are some of our favorite programs because your thought-provoking questions often surprise
Joshua and Caleb.

Dateline Jerusalem: The Coming Temple

This series spotlights the growing movement among
religious Jewish people as they prepare to construct the
Third Temple in Jerusalem and reinstate the sacrificial
system. With primary teaching from Dr. Jeffrey Seif in

Israel, we also join Joshua and Caleb in the studio to discuss how these topics relate to us Believers today.

Way of Worship — God gave detailed instructions for worship in the Tabernacle and the Temple.
Unfortunately, by Yeshua's (Jesus’) time, the religious leaders had corrupted many of these worship
practices. In this program, we will explore how God intended for His ancient people to worship Him.
Yeshua, of course, was the final sacrifice.

Need for Worship — This program will look at worship during a future spiritual awakening in Israel,
as prophesied in the Bible. Among other things, this End Times renewal will see the sacrificial system
reinstated in a new Temple. If you have a heart for worship, you won't want to miss this program!

Sacrifices for Sin — In ancient times, God established a sacrificial system to atone for sin. These
animal sacrifices foreshadowed Yeshua's ultimate substitutionary atonement. During Yeshua's millen-
nial rule, future Temple sacrifices will serve as symbolic reminders rather than having any atoning
effect. While this is a heavy topic, we can be confident that Yeshua's sacrificial death on the Cross
permanently covered our sins and paid our sin debt.

Your Letters and Josiah Preview — In the studio, Joshua and Caleb answer questions that viewers
have sent to our ministry. This program also features a sneak peek at our new series that begins later this
summer, Josiah and the Last Reformation.

% Evangelical

Zola Levitt Ministries is ECFA approved and has Charity Navigator’s top rating I.E b Counzil for

of 4 stars, plus Ministry Watch’s Give With Confidence Score of 100.
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Israel Pocket Facts and
Israel Shines booklets

These two small booklets are packed with informative
details about Israel. Israel Pocket Facts covers geography,
history, Jewish presence, security measures, humanitar-
ianism, and much more. Also included are facts about
Arabs living in Israel, Palestinian refugees, and West Bank
Palestinian communities. Israel Shines shares achieve-
ments, medical innovations, and inventions from Israel

— including instant messaging, wireless computer chips,

and cell phones. Each booklet measures 3" x 44" — small
enough to fit into your pocket or purse.
___ 1 copy of each booklet —$8
___ 2 copies of each booklet —$10
___ 3 copies of each booklet — 12

#BeardedBibleBrothers T-Shirt

Show your support for the Bearded Bible Brothers’ teachin

g on Our Jewish Roots. This T-shirt is a conversation starter

that will even lead folks to excellent Bible teaching without you saying a word. Unisex Gildan SoftStyle short-sleeve

tee in charcoal heather with
orange and white graphics,
similar to what the BBB
wear on television.

___ 1 #BBBT-Shirt
2 #BBB T-Shirts

Select Size(s):

Small Medium Large
3XL

XL 2XL

Combo Value Package: One of Each! — $88

1 set of Faith of Our Fathers DVDs (see p.8)
1 each of the booklets: Facts and Shines

—3$33
— $61

#Beardeds
7 ,’?’B\Brothe

1 #BeardedBibleBrothers T-Shirt — please specify size:

Box 12268 « Dallas TX 75225-0268 « 1-800-WONDERS (966-3377) for orders & donations

Please return this tear-off with your donation
or the entire page with your order. Thanks.

(] My checkis enclosed for $

[_] Please charge $

I 0@ oER

Card #

to:

Where and when do you watch Our Jewish Roots?

ZLM needs to ensure that we support the
stations and networks that you appreciate.

I WATCH YOUR PROGRAM ON:

(] NRB-TV, Thurs. 7:30pm ET

(L] GEB-TV, Thurs. 6:30pm ET

(L] DAYSTAR, Wed. 11:00pm ET, Fri. 6:00pm ET
[ TCT, Sun. 4:30pm ET, Mon. 7:30pm ET

(L] Online, e.g. levitt.tv, YouTube, Roku, etc.
[_J My local channel’s call letters are:

2

Expires / Card security #

I DON'T WATCH YOUR PROGRAM BECAUSE:
(] 1am unable to receive Our Jewish Roots.

Cardholder’s
Signature

(] Other:

If you have given us this information previously,
it's not needed again unless your viewing station

has changed.



Faith of Our Fathers

The Old Testament provides many examples of people whose faithful lives contribut-
ed to building up national Israel. Their actions inspired a later generation to carve out
a modern, yet Godly nation in the New World. In this series, Dr. Jeffrey Seif focuses

on these visionaries of faith. In addition, Christian historian David Barton presents
original source documents, chronicling many of America’s Founding Fathers’ Christian
beliefs and their monumental efforts to anchor this nation to belief in the God of Israel.

What is Faith? The Lord called many people in the Bible (like Abraham, Noah, and David)
to take risks. Trusting in the Word of God became the cornerstone for the creation of the
Hebrew people and was valued by many of those who created a nation in the New World.

Faith by Trial Neither personal ambition nor comfort .
is a goal for a life of faith. Our examples are Noah, the B aifiers DVDs

ark builder, and Zerubbabel, rebuilder of the Temple. ___Tsetof DVDs  — %60
The Mayflower brought Pilgrims who based their New ___2setsof DVDs —$98
World “promised land” on a Biblical lifestyle.

See page 7 for our Combo Value Package

Faith in the Unseen Even someone’s small faith can
grow into something spectacular. Christopher Columbus heard the Holy Spirit speak and encourage his four voyages to
the New World. Historical records reveal his devotion and desire to serve the Lord.

Faith to Build a Nation Upon The Bible's accounts of Israel becoming a nation inspired America’s Founding Fathers.
They believed that God's Word is the ultimate source for establishing faith and righteousness.

Faith in our Leaders Bible heroes like Ruth and David weren't perfect but succeeded by placing their hope and trust in
God. Firsthand accounts and original source documents portray George Washington as a man of faith who experienced
divine guidance and protection on multiple occasions.

The Cost of Faith Risks accompany a faithful life. Consider the Bible’s Esther and Mordecai. John Adams helped gather
representatives of the thirteen colonies around a set of principles that would become the Declaration of Independence.

The Actions of the Faithful Living out faith sometimes requires boldness. The Bible chronicles Peter’s actions, such as
his attempt to walk on the water. Benjamin Franklin called members of the Constitutional Convention to prayer.

The Application of Faith Narratives about men and women of faith pervade the Holy Scriptures. Most of our Founding
Fathers believed in the Bible’s God of Israel. Their deeds and writings testify to putting faith into action.

Prices include shipping. Please allow 2-3 weeks for order processing.
Please tear off coupon to donate. Return entire page with order. Thanks.
Dear Sarah, (please check appropriate boxes)

Staying focused on Yeshua (Hebrews 12:1-2) is essential if we want to keep Agree
the faith and run our race with endurance. Disagree

D Here is my donation for June. Please use it to help others who want to

know the hope and strength available through faith in Yeshua. $
D | am ordering teaching materials from the enclosed pages, totaling $
Please complete
the form on the ;
reverse side. Donation &
Materials
Order Form
Phone #
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